Psychiatric disorders in orofacial dysaesthesia.
70 patients with orofacial dysaesthesia were clinically examined at the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery of the University of Helsinki. All the patients were referred for a psychiatric consultation. Later 16 refused to attend. 12 of the 54 patients (22.2%) who took part in the psychiatric interview were psychotic, 27 patients (50.0%) had a moderate mental disorder and 11 patients (20.4%) a mild psychiatric disorder. 4 of the patients had no psychic diagnosis (psychically healthy). The control group, which comprised 44 patients referred to the Department for surgical extraction of an impacted tooth, filled in the Cornell Medical Index questionnaire. 3 of the controls (6.8%) had a severe mental disturbance, 5 (11.4%) a moderate psychic disorder and 4 (9.1%) a mild psychiatric disorder, whereas 32 patients (72.7%) were mentally healthy. The results show that there is a psychic background in most patients with chronic orofacial pain who have no clinical findings corresponding to the sensation of somatic pain.